
Benefits of Belonging 
   Take any man out of a 
church pew on Sunday 
morning and compare him to 
a neighbor who’s still at 
home, reading the Sunday 
newspaper in his easy chair 
or getting ready to go fishing 
or riding horses.  
   Neither of them smokes, 
drinks, or plays the lottery. 
Both floss their teeth, 
exercise, collects baseball 
cards and enjoys apple pie. 
   Which man will live longer 
and if married, enjoy the 
benefits of a stable marriage 
and family life? 
   The answer: The man (or 
woman) in the church pew. 
   That’s not just preacher 
talk! In recent years, scientific 
research is proving that a 
commitment to a church is 
good for your health and your 
home life. 
    Science, however, is 
merely verifying what 

Scripture has told us for 
centuries: “The fear of the 
LORD adds length to life…”  
(Proverbs 10:27). 
   That’s why it is important to 
make a commitment to Jesus 
Christ and to His people. 
   The benefit package that 
comes with making a 
commitment to Jesus Christ 
and a church family are 
many. One benefit is a 
spiritual family to support and 
encourage you through the 
different trials and challenges 
in life this side of heaven. 
(Read Hebrews 10:24-25). 
   I know I’m preaching to the 
choir. But I just want to affirm 
your faithfulness to the Lord 
Jesus and His work through 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Burley, Idaho. 
 
Love you, 

Pastor John 
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Many, Lord my God,  
are the wonders  
you have done. 

Psalm 40:5 

Bits N Pieces 

No lone-ranger Christians 
 

   World Communion Sunday, celebrated this year on October 2, 
reminds us there’s no such thing as solitary Christianity. “As 
Christians we’re called to belong, not just to believe,” writes Rick 
Warren. “We are not meant to live lone-ranger lives; instead, we 
are to belong to Christ’s family and be members of his body.” 
   After all, Christian fellowship can’t occur without fellow  
Christians. We can’t learn the intricacies of the Bible and  
theology without preachers and teachers. We don’t baptize  
ourselves. We don’t take Holy Communion alone; in fact, the 
sacrament’s very name refers to interaction with God and  
others. 
   The New Testament clearly states that one cannot be  
Christian all alone. We are members of Christ’s body (Ephesians 
5:30). We belong to the family of believers (Galatians 6:10). We 
are “a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people”  
(1 Peter 2:9, NRSV). So don’t be a lone ranger or a stranger — 
to worship or to Holy Communion! 

Be-attitudes 
 

Be understanding of your enemies. 
Be loyal to your friends. 
Be strong enough to face the world  
   each day. 
Be weak enough to know you cannot  
   do everything alone. 
Be generous to those who need your 
   help. 
Be frugal with what you need for  
   yourself. 
Be wise enough to know that you do 
   not know everything. 
Be open enough to believe in  
   miracles. 
Be willing to share your joys. 
Be eager to share the sorrows of  
   others. 
Be a leader when you see a path  
   others have missed. 
Be a follower when you are shrouded 
   by uncertainty. 
Be the first to congratulate an  
   opponent who succeeds. 
Be the last to criticize a colleague 
   who fails. 
Be loving to those who love you. 
Be loving to those who don’t love 
   you; they may change. 
Be yourself, above all. 
 

—Author unknown 

Prayer for the church 
 
   The following prayer, included in Evangelical Lutheran  
Worship (2006) and other hymnals, is often used in Protestant 
churches on Reformation Sunday. But it’s an important petition 
for all Christian denominations at all times of the year, for we 
constantly need God’s truth and peace, direction and  
reformation. 
   “Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it 
with all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is 
in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it 
is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is 
divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.” 



Session Highlights 
Greetings from the Session, 
 

The Session met for its regular 
monthly meeting on September 14, 
2022. All elders were present.  
Pastor John opened the meeting 
with prayer and lit the Christ  
Candle. The minutes for August 3 
and 28 were accepted.   
 

The finance report was presented, 
reviewed and accepted. The  
Session is excited to announce 
that on September 18th three new  
members were baptized into our 
congregation: Jena Clayville, wife 
of Tom Clayville and their daughter 
Challin and Razzelle Cottom,  
daughter of Sydnee Cottom and 
Krystalyn Palmer. The joyful  
service was followed by a luncheon 
hosted by Darla Holl and the  
Worship Committee.  It is always 
wonderful to welcome new  
members into our church family.   
 

John announced that he and Linda 
will be gone three Sundays in  
October. Session is looking for  
pulpit supply for October 9, (16, & 
23 are covered).  
 

It was agreed to have Pastor  
Appreciation Sunday on Oct. 2  
instead of Oct 9.  October 2nd is 
also World Communion and  
Peacemaking offering Sunday.  

Plan to attend and join in our  
celebration with John and Linda.  
We are thankful for their service 
and dedication to First Pres. 
 

Session is exploring how to best go 
forward with in our search for a 
new pastor. We are exploring ‘The 
New Norm” book and workshop 
hosted by the Synod of the Pacific.  
Our first workshop was held on 
Sept. 22 via zoom. There will be 8 
more sessions during the next 8 
weeks. Session members will be 
attending these to get ideas about 
how to proceed in the future.  
Session asks the congregation to 
think about what it envisions for the 
next 5, 10, 50, 100 years. There 
are many options such as: part-
time pastor, sharing a pastor with 
another church, yoking with  
another church, sharing our  
building with another congregation.  
Session is seeking to find the best 
path for First Pres. Pray for  
guidance, discernment, and  
wisdom for the Session. 
 

The Session looked at a bid to get 
the roof fixed over the front door 
and to put siding around the 
stained-glass windows on the 
south side of sanctuary. We will 
proceed with bid ($2000) when the 
contractor has all the materials in.   

All the gutters around the church 
need to be cleaned before winter.  
Kathy Poulton would appreciate 
help to clean the flower beds in the 
backyard and around the church.   
Contact her for a time and date.  
The roses on the south end of the 
church will need to be cut down 
sometime in October. Can you 
help?? 
 

The second mission payment has 
been made. Materials for The  
Shoebox and Angel Tree Ministries 
are here and will be available in  
October and November. Gary  
Hollinger will be the contact  
person. 
 

Check out the Chamber of  
Commerce website to see our 
page. It will announce our events 
to the community. Thank you,  
Barbra for keeping this up-to-date. 
 

There will be no scheduled session 
meeting next month due to John’s 
vacation. If necessary, Session will 
have a called meeting.   
 

There was no other business and 
the meeting closed with prayer at 
8:45 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathy Poulton, Clerk of Session 

 

Where are your wings? 
 

   Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard told this parable about a town filled  
with ducks. Does it remind you of anyone? 
   In a land inhabited only by ducks, all the residents waddled to church one fine  
Sunday, with ducklings following behind their parents. They entered the Duck Church 
doors, got situated in their proper pews, sang from the Duck Hymnal and then  
listened to Duck Minister preach from the Duck Bible (yes, even ducks have their own 
preferred version of Scripture). 
   “Ducks, God has given you wings!” the preacher shouted. “With wings you can fly 
like eagles! You can soar into the sky! No walls can confine you! No fences can hold 
you! God has given us wings, and we can know the utter euphoria of unfettered  
freedom! Do you believe you can fly?” In response, the duck congregation all  
shouted, “Amen!” Then they left their pews … and all waddled back home. 



Committees & 
Chairpersons 

Building & Grounds: 
   Paul Pugh 
 
Fellowship: 
   Brent Germann 
 
Finance: 
   Carleen Clayville 
 
Missions & Evangelism: 
   Dan Wittman 
 
Personnel & Nominating: 
   Jerry Vegwert 
 
Worship & Christian Ed: 
   Erika Wittman 
 
Deacons: 
   Darla Holl, Linda Smith,  
   Julie Germann, Tyson Germann,  
   Gary Hollinger, Susan McGee 

October 2 [World Communion Sunday; Peacemaking Offering]  
Lam. 1:1-6; Ps. 137; 2 Tim. 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 
 
October 9 [Pulpit Supply—TBA] 
Jer. 29:1, 4-7; Ps. 66:1-12; 2 Tim. 8-15; Luke 17:11-19 
 
October 16 [Pulpit Supply: Russell Morgan] 
Jer. 31:27-34; Ps. 119:97-104; 2 Tim. 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 
 
October 23 [Pulpit Supply: Paul Pugh] 
Joel 2:23-31; Ps. 65; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14 
 
October 30 [Reformation Sunday] 
Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4; Ps. 119:137-144; 2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12;  
Luke 19:1-10 

 

01 Dan Wittman 
03 Julie Germann 
05 Jose Rios 
06 Karl Clayville 
06 Carleen Clayville 
07 Victor Pugh 
09 Kathy Poulton 
17 Kathleen Morgan 
20 Gay Fisher 
21 Karl & Sandra Clayville 
25 Dan & Erika Wittman 
26 Linda Culley 
28 Patsy Holsinger 
28 Michael McCall 
28 Dottie Nester 
 

God Bless Your Special Day! 
 

Remember to pray for our  
Pastor, Elders and Deacons  

as they lead our church 

 

"All scripture is given by inspiration of God,  
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,  

for correction, for instruction in righteousness;"   
 

II Timothy 3:16  

August 
 

Tithes $3,937.00 
Expenses $6,697.82 

 
YTD TOTALS: 

Tithes $62,209.00 
Expenses $50,863.16 

 

2022 Year to Date            

Tithes and Expenses 

September Scripture Lessons  
from the Lectionary 



 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
9:30 am Sunday School 

10:45 am World  
Communion Sunday; 
Peacemaking Offering 
 

Cupcake Sunday & Special 
Coffee Hour to thank John 
& Linda 

3 
 

Start bringing yard 
sale donations to 

church first week of 
October 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 
Pulpit Supply—TBA  

10 
 

11 12 
No Session in  
October 

13 
1:30pm Mt. Harrison 
Quilt Guild 

14 
Newsletter Articles 

Due 

15 
10:00am—3:00pm 
Presbytery Meeting  
at Burley 
 

 

16 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 

Pulpit Supply: Russell 
Morgan  

17 18 19 
5:00pm Set-up for 
Deacon Yard Sale 

20 
10:00am—6:00pm 
Deacon Yard Sale  

21 
10:00am—6:00pm 
Deacon Yard Sale  

22 
9:00am—2:00pm 
Deacon Yard Sale  

23 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  
 
Pulpit Supply: Paul Pugh 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 
Reformation Sunday 

 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:45 am Worship  

31      

 

OCTOBER SERVERS ~ THANK YOU! 
 

Head Usher: Carleen Clayville Head Greeter: Wittman Family 

Liturgist: 10/2 Dottie, 10/9 Dan S. 10/16 Gary, 10/23 Dan S. 10/30 Dottie 

Coffee Hour: 10/2 Fellowship, 10/9 _____, 10/16 _____, 10/23 _____, 10/30 _____ 

Pastor John & Linda gone Oct. 4—25  

Pastor John & Linda gone Oct. 4—25  

Pastor John & Linda gone Oct. 4—25  

Pastor John & Linda gone Oct. 4—25  

 

LIVING IN THE PRESENT 
 

   During Martin Luther’s great struggle to reform the church in the 16th  
century, the Holy Roman Emperor sought to silence him. So he spent some 
lonely months in Wartburg Castle under protective custody. There, as he 
fought despair, Luther scribbled the words “I am baptized” on his desktop as 
a reminder that he was living according to an ongoing call from God. He did 
not write, “I was baptized” but used the present-tense verb. For he rightly 

understood that in his baptism, God had adopted him as his son, and no human could take that 
from him. 
   Later, in his Large Catechism, Luther wrote: “To be baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not 
by human beings but by God himself. Although it is performed by human hands, it is nevertheless 
truly God’s own act.” —from The Wired Word 

NOODLE MAKING WEEK                   (Noodle Sale November 10—11) 



Presbyterian Women of Burley, ID 

Taking awe breaks 
 

Many of us are juggling so many things that  
we are run by our lives rather than living them 
as gifts from God. What if we could learn to 
stop for a moment many times a day? What if 
in those moments we could decide to notice 
the sheer miracle of being alive? We would 
then be taking awe breaks instead of coffee 
breaks. —Gunilla Norris, Weavings, July/August 2008 

Hi All you Lovely Ladies, 
 

We want to thank you for the delicious 
brunch you prepared. So much good 
food! We also want to thank you for your 
generous donation to our Quilt of Valor 
Group. We will put it to good use by  
making more Quilts of Valor for our very 
deserving Veterans and Serving Military 
Members touched by war. We can never 
repay them for all their sacrifices to our 
great Nation and our Freedom, but a Quilt 
of Valor awarded to them lets them know 
we care! 
 

Sincerely, 
Naomi, Carmen and Margie 

The Presbyterian Women met on Saturday, September 17, 2022, for their regular quarterly 
meeting.  There were 10 women present.  Carleen Clayville welcomed all who came, Kathy 
Poulton  offered the opening prayer.  The theme of this meeting was “ Do Good & Rejoice, 
Pray and Give Thanks”. This was the theme of our Annual Thank offering.  It is always  
pointed out that as Paul says “in all circumstances, give thanks continually”!   Kathy read the 
Dedication Service and offered the Dedication Prayer.   These donations can be given to  
Sharon Napier, Treasurer, at any time now. Brunch was served and furnished by Carleen and 
Kathy.  Each guest received a glass with silk Autumn Leaves, and a battery-operated candle, 
made by Carleen and Sandra.  
 

In the Business meeting, it was decided to hold our noodle making the week of October  
24-28, The noodles will be sold in November.  Our prayer list was quite long, so pray for all 
who are, or have family hurting or sick, or facing treatment.   
 

Respectively Submitted 
In Christ’s service 
Carleen Clayville, Moderator 



Committee Reports      
 

FINANCE REPORT 
 
Happy October, everyone! The Stewardship Campaign is about to 
begin. Please start thinking about how you will pledge your tithes, 
time and talents in the coming year. In the next few weeks you will 
be receiving a letter from the finance team telling you more about 
Stewardship and asking you to fill out and return your pledge form. 
This information helps us plan financially for the coming year.  
Stewardship Commitment Day will be early in November, 2022. As 
you know, everyone on the Session volunteers their time and talents 
to keep our beautiful church running smoothly and efficiently. 
 
Please start thinking how you can be of service in 2023. And, please 
pray for our church and it’s Pastor, John, in the coming weeks. 
 

In Christ’s Service, 
Your Finance team 
 

FELLOWSHIP  
 

October 2 - Cupcake Sunday 
Please plan to join us on  Sunday, 
Oct. 2 to say “Thank You” to Pastor 
John and Linda. 
This is an early Pastor Appreciation 
Coffee Hour after Worship. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Terrie Shockey 

 

NOODLE MAKING 
 

We will make noodles October 
24—28, with bagging on  
alternate days. Tables need to be 
set up October 23rd after  
worship. 
 

HELPERS NEEDED! PLEASE 
PLAN TO JOIN US IT’S FUN 

AND WE FEED OUR HELPERS 
REALLY GOOD! 

 

Even an hour of your time is 
greatly appreciated! 

 

NOVEMBER 
06: Daylight saving time ends ~ remember to change your clocks  
06: Stewardship Commitment Sunday 
06: Potato & Pie Bar after worship 
08: Election Day—Remember to vote! 
11: Deadline for packed shoeboxes 
13: Stewardship Dedication Sunday 
14: Operation Christmas Child Nat’l. Collection Week (14—21) 
24: Thanksgiving Day—Office Closed ~ Happy Thanksgiving! 
27: 1st Sunday of Advent 
27: Poinsettias on sale now thru Dec. 18 
27: Hanging of the Greens—TBA 
DECEMBER 
04: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
09: Deadline for wrapped Angel Tree gifts (9—16)  
11: 3rd Sunday of Advent 
11: Christmas Program—TBA 
11: Church Christmas Party/Buffet 
16: Distribute Angel Tree gifts 
17: PW Christmas Brunch and Cookie Swap 10:00am 
18: 4th Sunday of Advent 
18: Christmas Caroling—TBA 
24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 7:00 pm 
25: Christmas Day ~ Merry Christmas! 
27: In Observance of Christmas Day the Office will be Closed 

Cents-ible stewardship 
 

   During a children’s sermon, the pastor gave each child two pennies and told them to put one in 
each hand. “With full hands,” he asked, “how would you do other things, like drink a glass of juice?” 
They’d have to let go of one penny. (Likewise, adults must be willing to “let go” of material goods 
and desires to worship God alone.) 
   The pastor let the children keep the coins. When my 5-year-old returned to her seat, I suggested 
she could put them in the offering. Her quite loud response was, “NO! I need more money!” (Maybe 
my at-home talks about generosity — not to mention the kids message — hadn’t sunk in?) Granted, 
giving is a tough concept, even for grown-ups. But adults would gladly give away “worthless”  
pennies. 
   When the offering plate came by, my daughter put in her pennies all by herself. “Now maybe 
some little girl can eat tonight,” she said. God’s prompting may take some time to change our 
hearts. But may we all give so freely and give up what seems important at the time. —Julie Lee 

"If you feel like you’re losing  
everything, remember that trees 
lose their leaves every year and they 
still stand tall and wait for better 
days to come.” — Unknown 
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Burley ID  83318 
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.burleypres.org 
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Prayers: If you know of someone who is in need of prayers, please contact 
the church office. 
 

Prayer Chain: If you have an emergency prayer request, or would like to 
join the prayer chain, please contact Susan McGee at 208-312-3864 

Sing to the LORD with grateful praise;… 
he supplies the earth with rain and makes 

grass grow on the hills. 
Psalm 147:7-8 

October 2022 

The Presbyterian Messenger and  
The Lord’s Day Bulletin are published by 

The First Presbyterian Church of Burley, Idaho. 
Please submit your Newsletter items by the  

15th of the month and Bulletin items by Wednesday. 

PASTOR: 
Rev. John L. Ziulkowski 
 

Pastor’s office hours:   
Wednesdays 9:00am—1:00pm 
   (also available by appointment) 
 

Pastor’s Email: lrzski@yahoo.com 
Pastor’s cell phone: 208-430-5359 
 
Office Administrator: Barbra Moore  
     Office Hours T—F 9am—2pm 
     Office phone: 678-5131 
     Office email: burleypc@pmt.org  
 
Clerk of Session: Kathy Poulton  
Director of Music: Paul Pugh 
Pianist: Susan McGee  
Nursery Attendant: Bonnie Stanley 
Custodian: Linda Culley 
Prayer Chain: Susan McGee 208-312-3864 

Service Times:                                                         
Sunday School 9:30 am                                             
Worship 10:45 am 

We offer up prayers for . . .  
 

 

• God answering prayers, big and small! Good is good—all the time! 
• All who are fighting cancer and those recovering from various illnesses and injuries 
• Prayers of thanksgiving for God’s Son—his indescribable gift (2 Cor. 9:15). 
• Prayers of support and encouragement for all our shut-ins and those in care centers 
• All who have lost loved ones 
• The poor, lonely, abused, or struggling with addiction 
• All who have lost jobs 
• Those facing financial uncertainties  
• Wisdom for those making difficult decisions 
• Our church leaders 
• Our military  
• Our government leaders 
• Our partnership ministries: Crossroads Harbor Domestic Violence Shelter, Helping 

Hands Christian Center, Operation Christmas Child and Angel Tree Ministry 


